-2- 



i:n.t.he.claims 

Amended claims follow: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A network adapter system, comprising: 

(a) a processor positioned on a network adapter coupled between an end-point 
computer and a netwoj the netwoi : , ed.on|he 
end-point computer; 

(b) wherein the processor is adapted for virus scanning and content scanning of 
network traffic transmitted between the end-point computer and the network ., the 
conferil inning including trming tot unwanted cement gtS/iei than viruses 

(c) wherein the virus scanning utilizes virus signature flies to scan for known types of 
malicious programs or data; 

(d) wherein the virus signature files are stored on non-volatile solid state memory on 
the network adapter. 

2. (Original) The network adapter system as recited in claim 1 , wherein the 
processor is capable of being user-configured. 

3. (Original ) The network adapter system as recited in claim 2, wherein the 
processor is capable of being user- configured locally. 

4. (Original) The network adapter system as recited in claim 2, wherein the 
processor is capable of being user-configured remotely via a network connection 
with the network: adapter. 

5. (Original) The network adapter system as recited in claim 2, wherein the 
processor is capable of being user-configured only after the verification of a 
password. 
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6. (Original) The network adapter system as reeked in claim 2, wherein the manner 
in. which the scanning is performed is capable of being user-configured. 

7. (Original) The network adapter system as recited in claim 2, wherein the settings 
of the network adapter are capable of being user-configured. 

8. (Original) The network adapter system as recited in claim 1 } wherein the 
processor is capable of determining whether received packets are of interest. 

9. (Original) The network adapter system as recited in claim 8, wherein the received 
packets are of interest based on an associated protocol. 

10. (Currently Amended) The network adapter system as recited in claim 8, wherein 
the processor is capable of passing received packets that are not of interest to the 
end-point computer. 

1 1. . (Original) The network adapter system as recited in claim 1 0, wherein the 
processor is capable of scanning received packets that are of interest. 

1 2. (Original) The network adapter system as recited in claim 1 1 5 wherein the 
processor is capable of denying received packets that fail the scan. 

1 3 (Original) The network adapter system as recited in claim 1, wherein the scan is 
performed based on user settings. 

14. (Currently Amended) A method for scanning network traffic on a network 
adapter, comprising: 

(a) recei ving packets at a network adapter including a processor positi oned thereon, 
the network ada piy r capable nrbciK^ installed. on.an.end-point.com 

(b) virus scanning and content scanning of the packets utilizing the processo r, the 
content scanning includmy vMimng for unwanted content other than viruses; and 
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(e) conditionally taking security measures if the packets fail the scan; 

(d) wherein the virus scanning utilizes virus signature files to scan for known types of 
malicious programs or data: 

(e) wherein the virus signature files are stored on non-volatile solid state memory on 
the network adapter. 

1 5. (Original) The method as recited in claim 14, wherein the processor is capable of 
being user-configured. 

1 6. (Originai) The method as recited in claim 15, wherein the processor is capable of 
being user-configured locally. 

17. (Original) The method as recited in claim 1 5, wherein the processor is capable of 
being user-configured remotely via a network connection with the network, 
adapter. 

18. (Original) The method as recited in claim 15, wherein the processor is capable of 
being user-configured only after the verification of a password. 

1 9. (Original) The method as recited in claim 1 5, wherein the manner in which the 
scanning is performed is capable of being user-configured. 

20. (Originai) The method as recited in claim 15, wherein the settings of the network 
adapter are capable of being user-configured. 

21. . (Original) The method as recited in claim 14, wherein the processor is capable of 
determining whether received packets are of i nterest. 

22. (Original) The method as recited in claim 21, wherein the received packets are of 
interest based on an associated protocol. 
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23. (Currently Amended) The method as recited in claim 22, wherein the processor is 
capable of passing received packets that are not of interest to the end-point 
computer, 

24. (Original) The method as recited in claim 23, wherein the processor is capable of 
scanning received packets that are of interest. 

25. (Original) The method as recited in claim 24, wherein the processor is capable of 
denying received packets that fail the scan. 

26. (Original) The method as recited in claim 14, wherein the scan is performed based 
on user settings. 

27. (Currently Amended) A system for scanning network traffic on a network adapter, 
comprising: 

(a) network adapter means for receiving packets 1 ; et \ t >t< ms pable 
of being installed on an e td-poi n comp uter: 

(b) processor means positioned on the network adapter means for virus scanning and 
content scanning of the packets , the content scanning including scanning for 
unwanted content other than viruses : and 

(c) means for conditionally taking security measures if the packets fail the scan; 

(d) wherein the virus scanning utilizes virus signature files to scan for known types of 
malicious programs or data; 

(e) wherein the virus signature files are stored on non-volatile solid state memory on 
the network adapter means. 

28. (Currently Amended) A system for scanning network traffic on a network adapter, 
comprising: 

(a) network adapter means for receiving packet s, the network adapter mean 
instalh j > nj o end pj m ompu ej 
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(b) logic positioned on the network adapter means for virus scanning and content 
scanning of the packets , the conten - ning ii It lj i mnmg ibt unwanted 
^»lMt.olll^ihan vimses; and 

(c) logic for conditionally taking security measures if the packets fail the scan; 

(d) wherein the virus scanning utilizes virus signature files to scan for known types of 
malicious programs or data; 

(e) wherein the virus signature files are stored on non-volatile solid state memory on 
the network adapter means. 

2S>. (Currently Amended) A network adapter system, comprisi ng: 

(a) a processor positioned on a network adapter coupled between an end-noun 
computer and a network, the processor including a packet assembly module, 
random access memory ( RAM), and a scanner module , the network adapter being 
installed on the end-point computer; 

(b) a user interface driver for identifying network traffic of interest transmitted 
between i Ik f < t ter and the network; 

(c) wherein the processor is adapted for discerning and virus scanning and content 
scanning of network traffic of interest transmitted between the end-point 
computer and the network, the content sc mni ng including scanning for unwanted 
content other than viruses; 

(d) wherein the virus scanning utilizes virus signature Hies to scan for known types of 
malicious programs or data; 

(e) wherein the virus signature flies are stored on non-volatile solid state memory on 
the network adapter. 

30. (Previously Presented) The network adapter system as recited in claim 1 , wherein 
the content scanning enforces operational policies of an organization. 

31. (Previously Presented) The network adapter system as recited in claim 30, 
wherein the policies include detecting entities selected from the group consisting 
of harassing content, pornographic content, junk e-mails, and misinformation. 
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32. (Cancelled) 

33. (Previously Presented) The network adapter system as recited in claim I, wherein 
the memory is user protected by configuring a network adapter BIDS with a 
password that only a user can change. 

34. (Previously Presented) The network adapter system as recited in claim 1 1 , 
wherein the received packets that are of interest include executable files. 

35. (New) The network adapter system as recited in claim i, wherein the network 
adapter includes a Peripheral Component Interconnect (PCI) card. 

36. (New) The network adapter system as recited in claim 1, wherein the network 
adapter includes an Industry Standard Architecture (ISA) card. 

37. (New) The network adapter system as recited in claim 1 , wherein the network 
adapter includes an Integrated Services Digital Network (ISDN) adapter. 

38. (New) The network adapter system as recited in claim 1, wherein the network 
adapter includes a cable modem adapter. 

39. (New) The network adapter system as recited in claim t, wherein the network 
adapter includes a broadband adapter. 

40. (New) The network adapter system as recited in claim 1 , wherein the unwanted 
content is selected from the group consisting of harassing content, pornographic 
content Junk e-mails, and misinformation. 



(New) The network adapter system as recited in claim 1, wherein the unwanted 
content includes harassing content, pornographic content; junk e-mails, and 
misinformation. 



